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N O.T I C E

wIi{ CITT IF,IIS SOCIETT MEETING
F t-tf-+--T-ar-rffi

.'-,,: ., J_A-N" u g R Y , 5, I,? 6l ' 8:oo P.i{.

Guararrty Stale. Bank - 3700 lldest Broadway
'- .: :. .., l'. .:' ' '

Mr. Telt M.uhlesteiny Provo, Utah, nationalSy known irisarian will be our guest '

and iiriX1 speak to the Society.on JanuarSr 5, t966 at B:00 p.m.

Mr, MuhLestein ig one;of the'foremsst hybridizers in the United Sbates and is
originator of, many of our beautiful irises. He is also a large con:mercj-a1 grower
of iris and,,I{emerocallis. '

i. .'

Resenration and date have beeu set. MIfF.K THIS 0N YOlXl CAIEI\IDABI I
A large attenCance is expected., 'Gret'a 'M. Kessen:lch

President
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First, take a good,.look at the.notice above, -note the date and plan now to
attend. This meeting wi1J. be in lieu of our regular January meeting but Mr.
}tuhlegtein was to:be in town that week so it necessitated the earlier date.
Januarv 5 i-s on a urieCnesday.

As usual, our November .meeting "+11..be a-har-oinger of the holiday season. The
date, Thursdayr.i{over+ber LB, I:955, time B:00 p.m.i plaee Ouaranty State Bank;
purpose short business meeting, fun, frolic, and a preview of holiday goodies..

:, ::

Each woman attending is. asked to bring sorae of her favorite hbliday goodies,
cookies, fancy breads, or any other type of holiday specialty. In past years
this has beqn a tremendous sirccess and the sarpling arad fellowship has been one
of the hightights of the year, There ere no better eooks than those'belong:-n$
totheTr,rinCityIrisSociety..Ifyouhav6irrtbeeninspiredbytheho1iday
feeJ.ing, before that time, just':the siglrt of the table crammed r,rith so marqy

delightful goodies is guaranteed to send you home with the Christmes spirit'.singing tl r:* heartl I , , .,:, :

There rnrilI also be a visit from Santa Clar:s and each person ls asked -to bring a
smal]- eift (50d - 750 not over $t.OO1 r.irap your gift and if it is. specifisaEy
for a man of',a woman so:i-denttfy it op the'paekage. .This is for gift exchange. 

.A Sar<i;n type giftr, }t,u *t:lcho{ce, since u',e arg. ai1 gardenerr. 
1*er)
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Thi-s is the yearls rrfun meetingtr"bo we hopg everyone wiIL attend and partake
o-f l,he frivolityr'"the food and tire fetr1or,;Fhip" It is a wonrl.erfuJ- way to become
be'i;ter acquaiubed ii.r"ith your fello'.,r sociei;y mer,rbers-:."so 1et:s.have a reeord
tur'.nout! 

-!
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Conlcal StanCerds

With this issue of the. News and Views the 1965 irts
yedr is end.ing and we a,re' alrea,dy looking forward , . .

'with enthusiasm to i966. The year past has been
one cf chalJ-enge, but a,Leo one of achievernent in
our ge.rclens. Oae of extra care of the irisr..but
one of enjc;nnent. Clne of new expeiences in weather
conditions t,irt orrer.if kno'rring under all factors, the

' iris 'ui:rives, grows, lncreases and bIooms,. 
..t.

i{uch progress has been made this year in the Society
in mar'y- avefllles, Xr-ru ila:ve had an erceptional.il-y busy
and ar:iive B.:ard of Dire':tors, They have acted in
the best int,erest of the Society,

The lris Scciety has been asked by the Peorqr $ociety
for scme ansistanee. Afier much deliberation and
thought, your Board of Di..rectprs decided to have a
class of peonies in the lris show sqhedule. A.Iso,
to ira-;e a peor.y and late iris show at the time..of
our Ju:e meobi-ng. The pec'ny wiIL be featured in some

There are a number of regsons why your Board felt
that the Society should move in this direction.

First and foremost, the peony, a beautiful fLower.
shouid be brought fortrard to the public and a

- speci.ality Soci.ety, so prominent in days past shquld
not'clr'cp from ttie floricuibure circles in Minnesota.
The Iris So:iety is a f:'iead'to aIL other Societies.
By working together, we alJ. prosper and go forward
by helping another, does not take arything from us,
tiut adCs more thari can. be enumerated here. .

I wsuld like to rnake it perfectly cl-ear that th.e lnterest of a large raajority of
the membership of the Soeiety is ihbhe taIL bearded iri.s. This, no doubt, I,fiiIL
a.l-walrs be the ca$e, as it should be. There are also some members that heve added
in'i;erest in other areas and should'be gir,'en the opportunity to develop that
interest. The Society r,nilt become sttronger as i.ts outlook becomes broader. Not
olaly should be not ptop with the showing of the taII bearded iris and 'peon-ies,
but let us"remember we have many other phases of iris culture. that need immediate
attentiqn;--The Medians--. They'are receirring much overdue attention ngw. ffiis
Scciety must keep abreast uith the times and trend. ltIany Societies, in other
areas have shows of only the medians. $ybridizers are busy bringing new and
beautiful creations to the iris world.

FLared and Ruffled Fa1ls
and S'Landards

Let us make plans to start with a sriiall show. Cultivate what we have and dtsplay
them at our May meeting. This always stimulates interest. The Median Society haslisted the first twenty-five of the standard dwarf bearded, intermediate bearded,
border bearded and ten of the miniature tal} bearded in the October issue'of the
American fris Society buJ.letin.



3

I am hopeful that 1966 wiLl be'a year of constiuctive and educational programs,
featuring, the medians, the tall bearded the ocotic and gJamorous oncobreds,
the peony and the popular nonbearded i.rises. lrtlhat'more could we askt?

A very Merry Ctrristmas to you and may the New Year bring
abundance of blue ribbon iris to you all.

ppinessr and 8n

Greta M. Ke s senich
President
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TRTENDS AND tr'[OhEBS ..

by llaz}e B. $weeney

Lhlhoever n&kes a garden !

Has, oh, so many frtends ! i

The glory of the morning
fhe dew whea daylight ends.
The wind, the rain, a+rd sunshine
The den, and fertile sod,
And he who makes a garden
Irrlorks hand-in-hand hrith God, t,

Douglas l{alloch

trrJhen we thint of ttre flowers that bloon in our gard.ens, we instinctively think
of al.I the friends roe have made through our. common love for flowers.

Most of us st,arted out w:ith a smalI garden and a variety of plants; probably iris,
peonles, day lilies, petunias, asters and a rose or two. Ao iae,learned more
about the habit's and performanee qf these flowers, ei.ther through garden c}rbs,
garden visits, magazines or just through our owrl personal $cperience, we expanded
orr gardens to include mbre varieties. $ome of us si.:rgled out one clase of
flowers--maybe dahlia, irls, gJ.adiolus or some other fl-ower..

But whether we chose to speciaLize in one class, or to gror,r a variety of flowers,
we found our circle of friends increasing even as our gardens increased. We found
too that Flowers, like Friends, thrived throughout the years, but given a little
TLC (Tender, Ioving Care) they were even more retardingt

How luctcy we were to have iris societiesr' gJ.adiolus soeieties, dahJ.f,a societies,
rose soci.eties and ma,ny other groups in our i:nmediate area who weleomed member-
ships and encouraged occhange of ideas. tihat, a joy it lras'to belong to one or
more of these groups of fl.or^rcr lovers and share each others knowledge and.experi-
€f,rcor Just as a variety of flor*rers aan grow side by side Xn the garden, with no
discord, so too, in this wonderful free coun'bry of ours, organizatLons can work
side by side in their efforts to create something bpautiful. Through'these Joint
efforts, lasting friendships develop and fLourish.

+t lt tt +$ ,& +s +t ,t +* .,+ +$ t{. * * * ?t l+ .ts tt
DID YOU KNOIII?
tG fwlirrCt{y Iris $:ow lacked onJy six bloom stalks from being the number one
show in the Uni.ted States. 837 .enteries uere displayed

L5r000 spectators \riewed the show
The Modesto, Californla shoir exhibited th2 enteries with l+rOOO spectators
viewed the 6how. (over)



TRISS, IRISARIANS, AND TI{E ArS
'-t.

i. By G. F. Hanson, Bsgional Vice President
, i .. American..f"ris. Society, Region B

irises h.ave che^::ged quit,e a bit during lry lifetirtre. Amoug 16r earliest recollec-
tions I rememberuny parentst gardening aetivitie.s, including their iris border.
i'[obody referred to irises by nane in thr:oe .iays, just by co].ori and ny folks. had
all the colors they could obtain--about four of. then. They were al.J, smalil flowered
and generally unimpressive, and they ail bloorned at once for about a week before
giving up in despair for another year, Today things are different. Right now we
ha;ve about 750 varieti-es ln the gar"dens at our place, and durlng the summer we
threw out over 100 others to make..roon for newer and better things. But the'
poorest of the varieties that landed i.n our eompost heap was immeasurabJy better
than the very best of those old timers ttrat grew in rS parerrtsr iris border. And
perhaps even more impressive is the fact that everJr one of our present 75O
varieties, plus the 100 that we threw'out, has 'its or,,n essigned name. That name
designates that one specific.iris, whether i.t ,is grolripg in our gardens or anJr-
where else from Maine to CaLifornia.

Things like these donrt Just happen. The national organization largeJ.y responsi-
bIe for the spectacular development of the'iris, and entirely responsibLe for
the system of names that keeps order among the tirousands of registered varieties,
is the American lris $ociety, Every gardener who grows a clurup of modern irises
benefits from its activities, wtiether'he is a niember or not. Aside from such
obvious benefits as its e:ccel}ent publicdtions.and its annual. syl4posium of

'':favorite varieties, the AIS maintains test gardens under varioul elimatic condi-
tions, and it sponsotrF continuing research into cuJ.tural, pest and disease
problems. It trainq.and appoints judges who are qualified to evaluate lrises
both in growth and id ochibition, and it establishes uniform standards for the

-'guidance of ite jirdges, inuhatever part of the country theymay be functioning,

The continental, tiniteO States is clivided into 2h geographical regionsi of which
Reefon B includes Minnesota and Wlseonsin, .Each ieglon has a Begionai vice
President, Brld in addition most regions arg netr organized wii;hin themselves along
the ltnes'of t:re nati.onal.patternr"I,rit'h tlreiq own: Eom-rdttees, activities, and
.publieations. Here in Region I ',re have,tno strong state groups, the Wisconsin
. Irfs Society and the Twin Citr Iris $octety, but we; do not have antrr regional
ongantzationn :

9bviously the Life blood th?t pernits the AIS't-o carly on.its-work is its roster
of members. tri"-lfs-"""0i a*mt,*rs; and the members iiraividually_and eollectively-
;;#"ffi;'iorx-lr the Ar$. rn neg,i6n 6r'.in:a verTr s$eciar way aird f-or very special
.reasons, we need a Large increase in AIS..membership. 'Witi:in-recent years.o-ur
.i.riteresf, and trk::ow iro*I in iris:culture have_improrled.tremendously, as evidenced
[y:ifre-i.tgh *iio*I ranking of our shqus. But yrfortlnately our representation
i11 tfre RtE has:no'i: kept pac6. . 0r:r cultural'problems of severe r'flinters and

:uhbr{e"eA groriing'r"*ron-i are not shared o'y-rrost of the other regions, ald^Y
find that 6ur re[uiqe.ments are being ignored by many of t-h9 prominent hybrid-
izers. Too ofteii ue find that'new introductions receive high praise nationally,
brrt refuse t,o perform'tn 'our cl.Inrate, and urrirappily the only way to find out

'which i.s l';hich is by a eostldr process:of trial ano error., fLrfraps it is too
much'to sa.y.that an-iris woritry of: a high awrid should Ue able to withstand a
Illnnesota w'interr'but tt,is not too much to say that if it'has a tendency to be
te:roer, that weakness shou\d be conimon knowledg€.

IrIe need a bigger, Louder vblce at thb nationirl J.eve1 if our interests are to be
protected and promoted. trrle need to Let the. reet of the irio'growing world know
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how far we have come. We need more commun:ication at the regional level between
our two state groups. We need t,o instill a healttiy respect for the potentia-ls
of this area into the nlnds ofthe prominent hybridizers, Eo that more attention
r^dIL be paid to the quality of hardiness. We need more accredited garden judges
to make their voices heard in the baIloting for the Anard of l,lerit, Dykes Medal,
and the other awards of the AIS, and we have several tratned and qualified iris-
arians who are deservlng of appointment, to garden judge status. But urrfortunateJy
garden judges are ltmited to a percentage of the regional membership, and we are
already two judges over our quot'a.

Our purposes can only be served nhen our membership roster is on a par wlth the
other regions. To those who are al-ready members, I invite youtr cooperatioa ia
spreading the AIS gospel. To those r.rho are not members, I invite you In all
sincerity to constder joining us. Region B deserves a better pl-aee in the sun.

',t ++ .,+ +e tt * tt tt zt ++ {' * r{' +$ +t +t * * +$

KNOW YOUR IBIS
Greta Kessenich

The vocabulary us_ed-ll spe?Elng of iris, especial.ly among beginners may be strange,
but one becomes famiil.ar i^rith the terms as the appreciation increases -for thts
beautiful f,Iower.

The flestry root of the iris is called a rhizome and tt is simp3.e to remember that
the standards of the iris are the three petals that stand erect. The falJs are
theffi,a].sthathangdoi,morfa1]..ThecrestmeansthetipsorEfiE.E,tyIe
branches m tfie center of the flower, these caffine stigmatlc iip o*ricr, ffives
tEiFffiTen. The haft or shoulder is-the area acloss tfrEEffi? the center of
the fl.ower. On tli6-E'aft, one often sees peneiL mark lines or markings, called
reticulations which hybnidizers have been tr'5ring to eli-mtnete. In present day
5@F6-f=E iris, the haft must be broad tt eet arry klnd of a rating.

A seedling is a baby plant grolm from seed. Hybridizers qross two welL-chosen
and distinct tris that grve promise of producing the desired progeny. The seeds
are pJ-anted in the falL. The pJ-ant grows to rnaturity in a year or two and blooms.
Then for the first time the result of the crgsses atre seen. When the flouer meets
the standards of the hybridizer, perhaps, in the furthering development of some
phase, he ullI introduce it as a named variety. He does not only consider color
and beauty of the fIowetr.

To a tgrbridizer, a dog has no connection mith the canine world. It refers to an
undesirable seedlinilthat ts to be discarded, Dog earedr' another canine phrase,
iniris3.anguagemeanEthefaLLsdrooporaref1mived,recutvedorprobab1y
pinched at the haft. By present day standards these specimens wind up on the
eompost heap. Now, the fal}s must flare, resembling the skirt's of a skater. If
the plant is ta}l the fal-I.s should hang down Eomewhat. .4, good taiLored flooer
is alright. Some flowers are ruff}ed and wavy, some have fluted crinkled or J.acy
edges.

The beard of the irie resembles a fuzzy caterpiJ.lar and i.s found at the center of
the IE[G. At present, tqpbridizers are working for various colored beards for
the different colors in ir1s, so as to bring new charm to this ocotic fLower. In
iris terminolory the Stgna1 is a patch of contrasting color at the tip of the
beard, uiutdly srrowlnffi-marqr oncobreds.

Substance, the thtekness of the petal. This gives strength to nlthstarrd veried
fie?tfiEr-corditions. Texlyr,gr thL surface chaiacter of tfie peta]se BS--ernoothness,
crepe-like and sheen. --
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There are a nr:mber of classifications Ln respect to color t;pe. A se3:f is a
pure coJ.or--as tEleanorts Pride.r Many iris have bJ.azes, thumb-prif,T'tand lines
affecting tftat otherwise is a solid color. An ofloonar standards and fa1J.s
different colors--'shite standards, fa1ls coJ.orefrE-'rtr/tro1e Cloth,tf Bleud,
combinations of two or more coLors as ,rCotdolonrr, ,,Gracie Pfost." PlfEm,
stippled color on light ground, as "Be1le Mgadern tDottod Swiss." ffiffi riot
or mixture of several colors as Thonpkins t trMadame Butt,erfJy. r' Theiffie bi-
colors and bi-tones, Bi--meaning two" Idelodrama, truly yours and llystie
Melody world be in one of these two cLasses.

+t t+ ++ ++ +E ++ +t ,t t$ tt t$ .,+ l+ +T lt +t .tT rt
CAN YOU TNilD A NEW MEYtsEB OR ThIO?

The Minnesota State HorticulturaL $ocietyts supplementary support from state
appropriated funds agaln has been reduced. t'lb must become even more self-
suffi.cient. The possibl-e budget deficiency this years looks big. But as someone
has pointed out, it could be guiclcly remedted if each member-group were to enroll
only two additionaL members! This solution, if it works, r,riII be a happy one.

all parts of the state to help earry out

Minnesota State
+'r +$ -}l +i +$ -F -)f -)f -}s -)s +S ,$ t$ +S #r -K +t X€

the objectives of the

Horticultural Society

In the 0ctober issue of the American Irts Society BUJJ-etin two of the featured
pictures of iris, t,Cross Corntry and Sparkling Waters rlere taken by Mi1lie Stover
while i-n I{emphis Tennessee at the Convention.

* +s ++ *t tr,+ ++ tt ++ +$ tt ++ +T .,t +t l+ t+ rt
ITIS 1T{AT TI}IE AGAIN

$ince this is the last meeting of the year, we ask that you pay your dues at this
time for the cominB year. Dues paid now, enables us to compiS.e the data so the
lg66 year book rriLl be in your hands at tJre u,sual tine.

P1ease return this

Narne

DIMS NOTICE

notice with your remittance.

It uill autornaf,IdEIly repl"ace the need.ed funds--and r,rill enlist edditional member-
workers needed in
Society.

D13 YOU KNOW?

Address and Zr:p Code

City and State
Telephone:

Tlrin City Iris Society .
(tritn Minnesota State

aaaataa

Horticultural subscription)so"i"ty
$3.50

h. oo

L5a

2.00

F'amilymembership as above . . r . . . . r r . r . , i . . .

Twin City fris Society . . . . . . . ., . o

(IJ you reseive nThe Hortt, through another

Familynembership as abore . . . . . . .. . o . . . . . . .

oaaaoaaa

Society)

Arnerican Iri s Society iuiember ship

Commercial Grorrers (State your nam€ and }ist flowers availabJ.e)
Iv1ail remittance to: Mrs. Stanley Budser, ZibB Douglas Drive,

' ;r"*r, ,l{.lz

Mi.rueeappLis, Mirure soLa 551fi2
0r: Bring to November 18th meettpg,

yearly


